Papers of 
"Whatts News" is prepared to give American readers a quick, at-a-glance, i : g 
objective poll of Egyptian newspaper interest; to show what Egyptian 


papers are “playing up" and what they are “playing down." Where possi- WAhrant 
ble, it cross-sections the press--right, left and center--concentrating NAssas" 
on major and most influential papers. Topics are listed in the order of "Thy. n 
the importance given them by editors...and thus are listed in the order Tkhwan 
in which they claim the eyes of Egyptian newspaper readers. ¥Xotialt 
Explanation of the poll system appears on reverse of this page. WMisrit 
“Sawt e1 Unma™ 
PEE ee en en neat aoc ame ner comma etme omemmenneamemnmantiinet entities 
Subjects = 2. Points: Papers using: 


ARABIC PRESS 


PALESTINE «= generals Bernadotte arrives in Egypt; 
announces Jewish and Arab aeecptance of domilitae 
rization of Jcrusalom to Sceurity Council; British 
press comments on Palestine question (MyK); UeSe 
aelects 95 observers for Palestino (K),.. 165 &h,A,yI,K,M,S. 


BERLIN =~ general situation; meeting cf Westorn 
envoys with Stalin in Moscow; rumors of General 
Clay's intention of resigning; Russia reported 
to have over half a million troops in Central 


Buropese. 98 Ah, A,yI,KyM,Se 
OLYMPIC GAMES...evontse.. 75 Ah,A,1,KyM,S. 
MEADI EXPLOSION, .. 43 Ah,AyTslM,Se 
HUNGARY =~ Szakasits clected Promicress 27 A,I,K,Se 


DANUBE CONFERENCE ~-- 1921 Convention no longer considered 
valid; Britain will not "jump at the erack of 


Vishinskyts whip!' says British dclogatcees 26 An,A,M. 
LEBANON == Riad el Solh's Cabinet gets vote of 

confidence. pe , 20 ih,K,S. 
SYRIA == Parliament holds special scssiones. 18 A,I,S. 


LAKE SUCCESS -- probability of Fares cl Khoury's 
bringing up the Berlin question at the Sccurity 


Councilss. 15 AM. 
IRANIAN SHAH visits Paris... 9 Ah,d. 
INDONESIA not to accept decisions made at Conferenceces. 9 A,I. 
GREECE -- civil war... | 9 I. 
SYRIA =~ decides to boyeott U.S. goodseee 8 K, Me 
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HOW THIS REPORT IS PREPARED... ~~ 
"What's News" does not translate news atories, fr. 
reflect the individual point of view of any factt, 
By an objective statistical conversion of "headli 
"story placement" and "display" into figures, it attempts to show 
a general picture of how the newspapera of Egypt rate current 
news. 


To give this picture, every story on the major news pages of a 
.«« -peppesentative group of newspapers in each language is given 
...+,.,-@ "point value," based on story display and position. 


These point values are reached as follows: 


1. A single-column headline is given an arbitrary value of 
two points. A two-column headline rates four points. A 
three-column headline earns six -- etc. The basic point 
value of a story is set at twice the width of its headlines. 


i 
: 
2. Three voints are added to the value of all stories published 
on "Page One"... end an additional two points are added to each 
story published in the top third of Page One. Thus an eight- 
column "bannet" headline on Page One rates sixtean points, plus, |. . 
three points, plus two points -- 21 points, : 
i 
/ 
| 
i 
! 


3. After all stories in the newspapers covered are evaluated in 
this manner, the total’ score for each item of news (regardless of 
what phase of the story the individual newspaper "plays up") is 
added, for the entire cross-sectioned group of newspapers. By 
choosing papers right, center and left, partisan considerations ~- 
in giving prominence to news are "balanced out". Thus, if the 
Wafd gives a story banner headlines and the Administration 
omits, the score for this story, even though it is bannered in 
a Wafd paper, will be no more than the score for a story given 
four-colum headlines in both Administration and Opposition 
“newspapers. . 


4. The identical system is used in evaluating the Arabic and 
French press, except that the Arabic report, because of the 
Egyptian custom of bulking intemational news on Page One, 
and major local news. on Page 2, scans both these pages. The 
French analysis covers"Page One". THe English Press is not 
-avaluated because only a single newspaper appears mornings, 
another afternoons, and American readers can see immediately 
the value accorded specific items by the "entire" morning 
and evening English Press. 


5. "Editorial Report" simply lists the subjects of major edi- 
torials (as opposed to news items) in the press, by newspapers, 
.for the conventence of those seeking comment on a specific 
_ Bubject. : : 


i 
| 
| 
: 
.. .WHY. THIS REPORT IS PREPARED... os : : | 
USIS has "evaluated" the news in less. formal fashion for some | 
time, in order to guide its work. No"Information Service" 
can operate into a void; it must know what subjects are of i 
most vital interest to the papers it services. j 

Because it has seemed probable that other Embassy officials 

and Americans, unable to read the Arabic and French press 

daily for themselves, would find a "shorthand report" of 
, « . this sort valuable as a barometer of local press (and thus,,- 
to a degree, public) interest, the above means was devised to 
pass along the daily USIS look at the news. 
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~~ Subject: Points: 


POLAND protests against London 6#Powor Conference 
decisionser. 


KING FEISAL arrives in Baghdad... . 6 


BRITAIN == Parliament expected to hold special session 
on international situation shortlye.es 


WASHINGTON «- Congress urged to give serious considera= 
tion to President's anti-inflation proposals (USIS)5 


WASHINGTON -- U.S. convoys to Liberia and Turkey 
appointed -(USIS)... 


U.N, to receive 65 million dollars to bvild permanent 
headquarters in New YorKe.. 


JAMIL MARDAM suggests political and militery unity 
of Arab nationsese 


GREECE asks Big Four permission to allow free entry 
of her "surplus population" into Italy's prewar 
colonicSee. 


POLAND «= Nenni and Polish Premicr mectees 4 


ISTANBUL «= rumors of U.S. asking Turkcy to close 
Dardanclies and Bosphore to Russian and Satellites 
commercial shipsee. 


CYPRUS -- strikes... 3 
VATICAN -- bomb found in St. Poter?'s Squarceaes 2 


FRENCH PRESS 


ee ee eel 


August 1948 papers: "Journal d'Erypte,"  "Progres 


PALESTINE QUESTION -- Bernadotte arrives in Egypts 
meets Nokrashi Pasha in Alexandria, se 


BERLIN -- Western envoys return from Moscow; ‘their 
reports studied by their various capitals; 
rumors and denial of possibility of -Goneral 
Glay's resignation (P)aee 31 


MEADI EXPLOSIONes. 23 
DANUBE CONFERENCE -- 1921 Convention no longer 
considered valid; Britain will not "jump at the 
erack of Vishinsky's whip" says British delegatcesl4 
SYRIA -- Parliament holds special sosslonere 9 
GREECE asks Big Four for permission to allow free 
entry of her "surplus population" into Italy's 


pre-war colonicse.. 


POLAND -- Nenni and Polish Promier moctesre 6 


Papers using: 


AyKe 


A,Ke 
Ah, 
K, 
K. 


AyKe 


JyP. 
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ojos 
eee ee eeene cer penne ee CC CG CET TITS 
Subject: Points: Papers using: 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA makes accusations against U.S. Scerot 
Serviccee» 6 Pe 
LEBANON «- Riad ol Solh's new Cabinet gots vote of 
ecnfidenecs.. 5 P, 
ATHENS not to sond written reply to London protests 
conccrning Cyprusees 5 P, 
ITALY «« rumors of Togliatti's withdrawal from 
Conmunist Party. : 4 Je 
KING FEISAL arrives in Baghdades. . 3 P. 
VATICAN «= bomb found in St. Peter!s Square in Rome. Je 


EDITORIALS 


FRENCH PRESS 


‘Ts De Gaulle nearer to power assunpticn since the formation of Marie's Cabinet? =- 
"Progres Egypticn." 


ARABIC PRESS 


Politieal Partics in Turkey -- "Ahram," 

Poor Examination Results (replies and comionts on recent cditorial on the same 
subject) -- "Ahran," 

Ageam-Bornadotte discussions; the Palostine case and its development -- WAhrom," 
Gount Bernadotte -- "Misri." 

The Trump Card (the refugee problem considered as tho Arabs’ trump ecard) -- "Misri." 
In Whose Interost? -- (criticizing the rceent "'honb" incidents) -- "Assas." 

A New Way of Solving the Problems of the Middle East -- "Jesas," 

Egypt before anything clse =~ (on nationalism) «+ "Kotla." 

You Too Brutus (referring to Turkey who appealed to the Moslem world to help her 
ggainst Russia and who was excused for not teking a definite attitude concerning 
the Palestine question beeause of .hor necd for U.S. holp but who was caught sending 
food to Palestinian Jows) -- "Ikhwan," . 

Supervising the Deercaso of Alcoholic Drinks =- (apprevingly commenting on U.N,8 
compilation of statistics of world alecholie consumption adding that Egypt, as a 
Moslem country, should be specially intorostcd in that work) -- "Ikhwan,." 

Tho Probloms have Accumulated and wo should look for a way of solving then (on the 
probloms of the Arab nations) “*= "Ilhan," 


id age Wet e EI Ing OB te we 
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